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published till now either in the Arab countries or in Europe were 
written by non-specialized geographers. Although they have paved 
the way for the geographer to make his studies, saving him the effort 
of collecting and examining that heritage, most of their works lacked 
sound geographic analysis. 


In conclusion, I hope this book is of interest to the researchers in this 
field, arouses their enthusiasm, urges them to go straightforward to 
consolidate geography in general and shows the stature of the Arab 
contributions to geography in the development of human knowledge. 


9" November 1999. 
Kuwait Prof Abdullah Y Al-Ghunaim 
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academic value by conveying the cultural, economic and social 
conditions of the countries visited. 


The countries’ lexicons represent an important source not only for 
the geographer but also for all those who are working in the Arab 
heritage field, namely historians and ancient Arabic literature 
specialists. 


Included in the list of books about physical geography are those 
about cosmography books, which concerned the Arabists because of 
their constituents. These books embrace geographic phenomena of 
both land and sea, which were difficult to interpret by the writers of 
that era. With the advancement of science and the elaboration of 
knowledge in the field of physical geography, it is now possible to 
explain and analyse many of the statements that the books contain. 


Concentrating on the first editions, I studied every manuscript and 
described its features and characteristics, corrected any mistakes in 
the indexes, classified them chronologically according to authors, 
and wrote a summary for each, regardless of the existence of the 
original manuscript. The manuscripts of unknown ongin or those 
that lack sufficient author information are added to the end of the 
book according to their fields. Detailed indexes are available to 
facilitate retrieving the item needed. 


The manuscripts are numbered, and classified according to location 
as follows: 


@ The British Library (The British Museum collection) = BL (M) 
¢@ The British Library (India Office collection) = BL (1) 
@ Cambridge University Library = CUL 


This research is a preliminary and a basic step to collect, classify and 
index the Arabic geographic heritage. It is hoped that the 
geographer will study this heritage via its methodology of research, 
especially that many Arabic geography books that have been 
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Library. I thought it is worthwhile to also add the geographic 
manuscripts kept at Cambridge University Library, which is one of 
the richest British libraries with regard to Arabic resources. My 
annual visits to Cambridge Library, which extended for twenty five 
years, enabled me to thoroughly research geographic manuscripts to 
my satisfaction. As well, I studied the geographic manuscripts kept 
at the National Library in Paris, a collection that is of paramount 
importance to those who are interested in the Arab geographic 
heritage. I wish this book could comprise all the geographic 
manuscripts from around the world but time is limited. 


I divided this work according to the prevailing geographic areas that 
were common in the past and added a preamble to explain my plan. 
Every area is preceded by a short introduction to show and evaluate 
what geographic manuscripts each of the two Bnitish libraries 
preserve. 


This book is limited to what I believe is part of methodological 
geographic spheres. It describes books that revealed a general 
description of different regions of the earth such as the books of A- 
Masalik wa Al-Mamalik, Al-Boldan and others, or books that 
provided detailed descriptions of the urban landmarks and 
topographic features of a certain area such as Al-Khitat books or 
Fada’il Al-Buldan books, which discuss the characteristics of some 
sacred regions such as the holy cities of Makkah, Madina and 
Jerusalem, or prestigious historic cities such as Cairo and Damascus. 
Such books give details of certain landmarks according to the 
writers’ interests. The book Fada’il Misr by Omar bin Mohammad 
bin Yousuf Al-Kindi is the best example of such books. 


Physical geography with its different branches has been addressed in 
most Arabic geographic books. Under this title 1 have listed a 
collection of booklets that demonstrate the different components of 
the physical geography such as the booklets of Ikhwan Al-Safa and 
Avicenna, those about earthquakes, rocks and minerals and other 
ones on the River Nile that describe its course and annual flood. 


The journeys described in the geographic studies provide further 
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Preface 


Research for this book dates back to the early seventies during, my 
preoccupation with my master’s degree at the Geography 
Department, Faculty of Arts, Cairo University. My dissertation was 
about the Arab geographer, Abu Ubaid al-Bakri. The late Prof. 
Abdulaziz Kamil, who supervised my dissertation, advised me to go 
on a working visit to some countries that own Arab manuscripts to 
closely familiarize myself with the main sources of knowledge, al- 
Bakri’s book manuscripts included. Therefore, I visited London, 
Paris, Madrid, Rabat and Tunisia in search of knowledge. I spent 
two months at the British Museum Library, which was one of the 
invaluable European libraries at that time, where I read a great 
number of the Arabic geographic manuscripts and wrote about each 
a description, redress and commentary. I published this research in 
the form of a report in The Arabic Manuscript Institute Journal, 
which is published in Cairo (vol 17, no 11, November 1971, pp 199- 
234). 


During the subsequent years, 1 visited the British Museum Library 
several times, read the Arabic geographic manuscripts that I missed 
during my previous visits and finalized an index for most of the 
Arabic geographic manuscripts kept in the British Museum library. 
This was printed in a book published in 1980 by the Arab Heritage 
Department in Kuwait. 


Twenty years after the aforementioned book publishing, I started to 
reconsider it since the British Museum library’s status changed due 
to its affiliation to the India Office Library. Its new name became 
the British Library. In the summer of 1999, I paid many visits to the 
British Library, conducted more research and added to my research 
the geographic manuscripts that were kept at the India Office 
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